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in consequence very probably be lacking in that degree of
vitality or health normally possessed by the children of parents
of more equal age; they would moreover fail, in the majority
of cases, to enjoy that degree of provision and protection
which could be afforded where both parents are still youthful.
Even if such unions were to occur, they could not (in the case
of one sex at any rate) be continued in the following generation;
for if a son were to cohabit with his mother and if a male
child resulted from their union, this child could not in turn
fruitfully unite with his mother (who would also be his grand-
mother), as she would be now definitely past the reproductive
age. Further, such unions would come into opposition with
the almost universal tendency to find sexual attractiveness in
youthful rather than in aged persons—a tendency which, like
the appreciation of beauty in the opposite sex in general, we
may suppose has. been shaped largely, if not wholly, by the
operation of natural selection, which has ensured that men and
women should in the main be attracted to those who are most
likely to produce strong and healthy children.
Thus it can easily be understood that any races which
tended to indulge to any large extent the impulses which
prompt to incestuous unions between parents and children
would be at a disadvantage as compared with those races in
which these unions did not occur or occurred less frequently;
the latter races tending therefore to supplant the former. Given
then the existence of a strong impulse towards parent-children
unions, we can see how biological factors may very well have
favoured the growth of strong counteracting factors, such as
manifest themselves in the repression of the tendencies towards
this form of incest.
These considerations would of course apply not only to
relations between parents and children but to all other unions
in which the age difference between the partners is consid-
erable. They would not however apply to unions between
brother and sister or between cousins who are of approximately
equal age. The influences which lead to the aversions to these
latter unions must be sought elsewhere1.
1 Whatever real truth there may be in this argument, we must not
fail to bear in mind that it is admirably adapted for use as a "rationali-
sation", i. e. the fear of evil consequences (dysgenic or other) from
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